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OVERVIEW

With the introduction of the Cummins ISX 15 liter engine (which weighs approximately
325 pounds more than the 12 liter), the request for more seating and storage capacity in
the cab, the use of larger front bumper extensions and troughs for storage of more hose
and tools, and the use of large light towers, we have seen the in-service front axle
weights on our larger (tandem axle) aerial products creep up over the past couple of
years.

To ensure that we do not create a configuration that would result in an overweight in-
service unit, we will need to review any apparatus that has the following configuration
prior to quoting it to a customer:

• SPH100 with 73” cab AND any of the following: 6 crew seats, rescue bumper, light
tower, large custom storage cabinet (IE tall transverse behind crew doors)

• SP95/100 with 73” cab OR a 56”/62” cab with any of the following: 6 crew seats,
rescue bumper, light tower, large custom storage cabinet

• Any tandem axle industrial aerial regardless of cab size or options.

To determine if your configuration will need an upgraded front axle/suspension/tire
setup, we will use the NFPA provided calculation sheet found in NFPA 1901 Annex B
(see sample on next page).

If it is determined that your requested configuration would result in an overweight in-
service unit, we will offer a Dana axle with a 25,500 pound rating which is coupled with
a front suspension package that is rated to match and 445 front tires w/13” wide wheels.
This package carries a cost of $6,611 more than the standard 23,000 pound aerial
configuration. Please note that this configuration will result in a reduced cramp angle
due to the larger tires and will raise the height of the unit 2” (will require the additional of
auxiliary cab steps). Also, this front axle is NOT available with disc brakes (S-CAM
only).

As we better define the various configurations and how each combination affects the in-
service weights, we will be able to write rules into the configurator to force this larger
front axle configuration based on the options selected. Until then, please reach out to
your SAE for configuration review prior to proposing any unit that meets these
requirements.
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Sample Calculation Sheet:
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PROJECTED
OVERWEIGHT

CONDITION

REQUIRES
DANA 25,500

AXLE 
CONFIGURATION
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