
Welcome to 
Urbana, Ohio

     *** Pioneering - Thriving - Historical  ***
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A Brief History of Urbana…

-  Founded in 1805 and incorporated in 1876
-  Urbana is the county seat of Champaign County, Ohio. 
-  Some interesting history of the town and area…
 - Headquarters to the NW Army during the war of 1812.
 - Participated in the underground railroad during the Civil War. 
 - 3 rail lines took the population from 1,070 to over 7,000 by 1880.
-  Today, Urbana is the home to over 12,000 residents…
 -  Yes, only 4,000 more people in 143 years but they’re very good people!



Notable residents of the area…
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-  Pete Dye, World Golf Hall of Fame 
 -  Course Designer…
  -  Muirfield (with Jack Nicklaus)
  -  Harbor Town (Hilton Head Island, South Carolina)
  -  Indianapolis Motor Speedway
  -  Sawgrass (Ponte Verda Beach, Florida)

-  Robert L. Eichenberger, 
 -  Border war with Mexico
 -  Panama Canal
 -  World War I, Distinguished Service Cross
 -  Army General in World War II
 -  Served with Douglas MacArthur
 -  On the USS Missouri for Japan’s surrender



Notable residents of the area…
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-  Warren Grimes, “Father of Aviation Lighting”
 -  Produced the first navigation lights for aircraft
 -  His company is now known as Honeywell Aviation
 -  Honeywell Aviation is still located in Urbana

-  Simon Kenton
 -  Frontiersman and soldier
 -  Fought in the war of 1812
 -  Scout for European Settlers against Indians
 -  Close friend of Daniel Boone
 -  Survived multiple “gauntlet runs” with Indians that typically 
    resulted in death
 -  Buried in Urbana’s Oakdale cemetery
 -  Subject of the book “The Frontiersman”

 



Notable residents of the area…
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- Lillian Gish, Silent Film Star:
  -  Born on East Reynolds Street
- Clancy Brown, from movies and TV shows like…

-  Movies like….
  -  Shawshank Redemption
  -  Highlander
  -  Cowboy’s and Alien’s
  -  Flubber
           -  TV shows like…
  -  Billions
  -  Star Trek
  -  Lost
  -  Dexter 
  
- Jim Jordan, Ohio Congressman
 -  Republican
 -  Ohio’s 4th District



And last…but not least…
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This is a picture of a couple you almost certainly won’t recognize but they’re the Grandparents of 
one of the most famous musicians of all time.

  If you know, Don’t shout it out!!!
 
The Grandfather’s name is Landy Ross.  The Grandmother’s name is
Nora……..

Landy was born and raised in Urbana and the couple is buried here in Urbana’s 
Oak Dale cemetery just around across town.

Who was their Grandson?



Name this famous musician…
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Jimmy Hendrix



Another quick fact…The Lincoln Burial Train
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After Lincoln’s assassination on April 14, 1865, the funeral 
train left Washington DC on April 21, 1865.  It had nine cars, 
including a baggage car, hearse car, and the President's car 
(built for use by the president and other officials and 
containing a parlor, sitting room, and sleeping apartment). 
The President's car was draped in mourning and carried the 
coffins of Lincoln and his son.

The train not only ran through Urbana on its way to Illinois, 
but it stopped in town at a station that’s now a local coffee 
shop and restaurant called…The Depot.  Great place to take 
your customers for breakfast and lunch!

 



Visiting Urbana and Champaign County…

Although a small town, Urbana is a thriving small community that’s safe, 
friendly and full of things to do, such as…
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Restaurant’s and Bars:
 - Paradiso:   Italian Bistro and bar
 - Lincoln & Main:   Gastro Pub with the town’s best bar
 - Urbana Brewing Co.:  Brewery and the town’s best Pizza
 - Abuela’s Kitchen:   Venezuelan Cuisine and bar 
 - Fusion 40.83:   Fijian/Multi-Cultural Cuisine and bar
 - Paqueno’s Tapas and Wine: Spanish/Portuguese and best wine
 - The Airport Café:   Home cooking and beer

Coffee Shops:
 - The Depot Coffee Station  Coffee, teas, breakfast, lunch, bakery
 - Dees Brew Coffee   Coffee, teas, snacks
 - Spotted Cow   Coffee, teas, snacks



Visiting Urbana and Champaign County…
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Attractions:
 - The Champaign Aviation Museum:
  - Various historic aircraft
  - B-17 Flying Fortress restoration in process

 - Cedar Bog:
  - Protected fen deposit from the Ice Age
  - Rare plants and reptiles not found in the North Country
   including the Spotted turtle, Massasauga rattlesnake and 
   Milbert's tortoise-shell butterfly

 - Freshwater Farms:
  - Largest indoor fish hatchery in the state of Ohio
  - Sturgeon petting zoo and Trout feeding frenzy
  - Retail store for fish and other foods



Visiting Urbana and Champaign County…
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- Dragonfly Vineyard and Wine Cellar:
 - Locally grown grapes
 - Award winning wines, 25 styles
 - Just North or Urbana about 5 miles

- Ohio Caverns:
 - “America’s Most Colorful Caverns”
 - National “Caving Association” member
 - Two Miles of trails from 30-130’ underground
 - First observed in 1897

- Antique Shops:
 - 10+ unique shops all withing walking distance downtown
 - People come from all over to buy/sell

- The Gloria Theater:
 - Vintage, restored theater downtown
 - Movies and live performances
 - Food, snacks and bar  



Visiting Urbana and Champaign County…
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- The Urbana Brewing Company:
 - Craft beers from local ingredients
 - “Best Pizza” in Central Ohio
 - Live music, Rooftop Bar, Open 7 days

- Woodruff Farms:
 - Locally grown Angus beef, poultry, pork…
 - High end market and dairy
 - Comin Soon!
  - Gourmet Steak house featuring their meats
  - Membership only, speakeasy style Whiskey Room
   



Visiting Urbana and Champaign County…
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What’s that???

There’s a possibility of a 
Distillery coming to 
town? 



Facts About Our Beautiful New Facility…
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-  The birthplace for every Sutphen, non-commercial, truck

-  Nearly 200,000 sq. ft., including office areas

-  Dedicated production and service areas with a 5-degree tilt pad and test pond

-  The unique cross-shape was derived by management, staff and the production teams meeting to agree 
on the best way to process “the business” given all the different activities.

-  The shape lends itself to efficient expansion at lower cost by simply “closing in” the 2 East corners.

-  The facility with parking only consumes less than half to a third of 54 available acres.  

-  Space for many years to come!
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